                                                           SOCIETY.

Location.    Estonia lies along the Baltic Sea. Our capital is Tallinn. Our oversea neighbours are

                      Finland and Sweden. Russia is in the east and Latvia is in the south. Estonia has a

                      good position as a link between East and West.

History.      On 24th February 1918 Estonia first declared its independence. In 1940 Estonia was

                     occupied by the Soviet Union. In 1991 Estonia regained its independence.(Aug 20)

Political system.     The head of the state is the president. He is elected by parliament for a term

                                    of five years. The government is headed by the prime minister. He is usually

                                    the leader of the majority party. The parliament has 101 members elected for a 

                                    term of 4 years. Parliament has the legislative power. The government has the

                                    executive power. Local governments are elected for a term of 3 years. They

                                    elect the head of the rural municipality and the mayor.

                                    Estonia is a democratic parliamentary republic.The constitution guarantees

                                     the human and civil rights and liberties.

The national flag - tricolour :blue - black - white

Estonia’s Independence Day - Feb 24.

Religion:       The Lutheran church has the longest history in Estonia. Freedom of religion is guaran-

                         teed by the constitution.

Money:          Estonia’s currency : euros
In 1997 Estonia was shortlisted to join the European Union. Belongs to the European Union since May 2004.

Is our society safe ?

- banks go bankrupt /- people live on credit ,get into debt / -cost of living is high / -many violent crimes ,it’s safer to live in smaller places / - drunk drivers cause car accidents / -many robberies /

- many pickpockets in streets / people enjoy blaming others it’s in newspapers and on TV / death

penalty was abolished, so punishments aren’t hard enough, prisoners are released before the date and commit new crimes / - problems in hospitals: strange cases of death / - unemployment / - drug

addiction / people’s average monthly income is low / - the prices are rising / - environmental problems-pollution is putting the future of the planet at risk.-/-old people face difficulties 

-People sometimes don’t believe in our court system and take the law into their own hands. Later it causes them problems.

What do you think?

 Do you think stricter punishments stop crime?

 Would it be right to abolish military service?  Is it important for our country’s security to have strong armed forces?

Do you agree: Everything has changed for the worse. Life is more difficult than it used to be.

                        Life is much more expensive than it used to be.

                        The price of everything has gone up recently

                        Everyday life as changed a lot because of recent technology

                        Towns are more crowded.

                        The position of women as changed a lot. 

                        Half the world is very rich and half is very poor.

                        Many people don’t have a home or enough to eat

War and peace: We haven’t had a world war now for a long time. It’s stupid to fight. It seems to me, it’s much better to solve problems around the conference table. Countries don’t fight and argue so much now.

Politics are involved in the Olympic Games. In 1980 the USA boycotted the OG in Moscow and in 1984 the Soviet Union boycotted the OG in Los Angeles. 

Culture: It’s good to have a united Europe for business. But European culture is a different thing. Wherever you go in Europe, there are burger bars where the food tastes the same, discos where you hear the same music and see everyone under 25 in the same clothes. I want countries and regions to keep their identity. Small countries can lose their identity very easily.  They should try and preserve their culture.

Crime: BURGLARIES are very widespread nowadays. SOME ADVICE IN CASE YOU MUST LEAVE YOUR HOME: Don’t advertise your absence. Fit time switches. Don’t leave valuable things visible through the window. Ask somebody to keep an eye on the house and collect your mail. Write the serial numbers of portable high-value easily saleable goods like TV, video, hi-fi equipment. Have good locks and alarm system. Neighbourhood watch has become popular.

SOCIAL NORMS AND RULES. Interview.

Should there be any rules in a family ? What kind of rules ?

What rules are there in your family ?

What rules are there at your school ?

How are students punished if they do not follow school rules ?

What does the punishment depend on ?

What rules are there in society ?

Are there any rules and norms that you find difficult to follow ? What are they ?

Do you think that grown-ups have more freedom and fewer rules to follow than children ? Can you

   give any examples ? Do you think it is fair ?

Do you think there are different norms for different groups of people (men and women,public

   figures and common people, etc
Do you think some people deserve privileges ? Why/Why not ?

Role Play.

You talk to a mother who is very worried about her daughter. Try to find out why. At the end of the talk say what you think her parents should do/not do

prompts: the problem     the reason for such behaviour     when the problems started     punishment

                reaction to punishment     school     friends

SOCIAL PROBLEMS. Interview.

Are there any retired people you know well ? Who are they ?

How do they manage on their pension ?

Do you think it is easier for old people to live in town or in the country ? Why ?

What do you think of different generations living together nowadays ?

How has the traditional role of grandparents changed ?

Who do you think needs more support, the old or young families ? Why ?

Do you think finding a job can be a problem ? Give reasons.

What problems can unemployment cause ?

There are a lot of people who need help. Who has to deal with their problems ? Why ?

Can charity be a solution ? Why?/Why not ?

Role Play.

You are talking to a person working in an employment office in order to find out whether they have any jobs for you. At the end of the talk say whether you would like to have one of the jobs he/she talked about. Give reasons.

Prompts: jobs available     qualifications required     salary/wages     special courses     working hours

vacation

WAR AND OTHER GLOBAL PROBLEMS. Interview.

Why do wars happen ?

What do wars bring along to the people of fighting countries ?

What could the world community do to stop wars ? What is being done ?

What would you do if your country were attacked ?

Do you think all young men should join the army ? Why ?

Some people say that it is the noblest thing to die for your country. What do you think ?

Can mankind survive in the case of nuclear war ? Why do you think so ?

What other global problems do you know about ?

Which of them is/are most dangerous to people ? Why ?

Role Play :

You wish to help people in Kosovo but do not know how. You are talking to a Red cross official to

find out what they are doing to help. At the end of the talk say whether you think the Red Cross is doing all it can to help and what else could be done .

Prompts:  the main activity     how is it organised     supporters     people’s attitude     the duration

of the activity     the way the money is used

VIOLENCE

Why do you think children play war ?

Do you feel uneasy about children playing with guns ? Why/Why not ?

Do you think watching violence on TV has a bad influence on a child’s character ? In what way ?

What kind of violence is there in our daily life ?

What might be the reasons for violent behaviour ?

How are children usually punished when they misbehave ?

Is beating children an efficient punishment ? Why do you think so ? Can it be one of the reasons

why children become violent ?

Could kindness be more effective when dealing with violent children ? Why/Why not ?

Is there much violence in schools ? If yes , what can be the reason ?

What measures are taken to deal with violence and to prevent it ?

Do you think stricter punishments would lead to less violence ? Why ?

Role Play.

You have to find out as much as possible about the campaign DO NOT HIT THE CHILD. At the end

of the interview saw whether you think the campaign is necessary and of any use. Give reasons.

Prompts: reason     most effective means     aims     people’s attitude     results

VIOLENCE AND CRIME. Interview.
What  do you think are the reasons for violence at school?

Do you think we should have security guards at school? Why?/ Why not?

Does the level of education influence the crime rate in a society? How?/ Why not?

What do you think makes people commit crimes?

Does the severity of punishments help prevent crimes? Why do you think so?

Can you think of any situations in which violence may be justified? Explain it.

Role Play.

You have heard about the system of parole officers in Estonia

What they do     beginning     models in other countries     the reasons for implementing the system     number of officers  and their qualification     problems

ADDICTION. Interview.

Do you think it is necessary to have laws that prohibit  teenagers from smoking ,drinking and taking drugs Why/Why not ?

Can young people get cigarettes , alcohol and drugs easily in your area ? What makes you say so ?

How and why do teenagers start smoking , drinking or taking drugs ?

How can the family and friends help a person with an addiction problem ?

What is done in your school and in your area ? What else should be done ?

What else can people be addicted to ? (What do you think of gambling , drinking coffee , coke , body - building )

There are a lot of young people who spend most of their time in front of a computer . How does it affect their life ?

Would you call them addicts and do you think something must be done about them ? If yes , what ? If no , why ?

Which addiction is most dangerous ? Why ?

Role Play.

Your interviewer has some information about Drug Abuse Resistance Education in the USA. Talk to your interviewer and find out as much as possible about the programme. At the end of the talk say whether we should use this experience in Estonia. Give reasons.

aim     content     target group     teachers     starting time and place     funds

RELIGION AND BELIEFS. Interview.

Do you think people need religion ? Why do you think so ?

What superstitions do you know ? Do you believe in any of them ?

Why do people believe in all kinds of healers or witch doctors ?

What do you think of believing in supernatural ?

Why do people watch films about supernatural ?

Why do you think people join monasteries and convents ?

What is the role of the church in our country ?

Do you think the importance of the church will increase or decrease in the future ? Why/Why not ?

Do you support religious education at school ? Why/Why not ?

Can religious differences be a threat to the world ? Why/Why not ?

What do you believe in ? (What  gives you self-confidence ?)

Role Play.

You are talking to your interviewer to find out as much as possible about the Sisters of Mercy

At the end of the talk say whether you think we need such people in Estonia. Give reasons.

founder     the countries  the Sisters of Mercy are present in     number of members

place of living     comparison with social workers , their mission.

HELPING  OTHER PEOPLE. Interview.

Have you ever helped anyone ? What did you do ?

Do you think you can help in the case of an emergency or accident ? What can you do ?

How do you help other people in everyday life ( at home , at school , in the street )

Has anyone ever helped you ? How ?

What are the main groups of people who need help in our society ?

How can they be helped ?

Would you like to be a social worker ? Why/Why not ?

Is helping other people common in our country ? Why do you think so ?

If you had a lot of money , what charity would you donate to ?

When do countries help each other and how ?

Role Play.

You interviewer is a blood donor. Ask your interviewer questions to find out as much as possible about the experience. At the end of the talk say whether you would like to donate your blood. Give reasons.

age     frequency     health and illness     dangers to health     eating      reasons for doing this     places where to donate blood

Topic: freedom. Interview.

1. Have you ever felt that somebody/something restricts you? Have you tried to do something about it?

2. Is other people’s opinion important for you? Why/why not? If yes, does it restrict your freedom?

3. Why do you think some people ignore social norms?

4. Can we say that some people are more free than others?

5. Why do you think people fight for the freedom of their country?

6. Do you think freedom is blessing only or does it involve something else?

You’re going to write an overview of the work carried out for human rights. Your interviewer knows an organization that works for promoting human rights. Ask about:

organization     how it began     purposes     activities     members     funding

LAW AND JUSTICE. Interview.
1. Name some laws and rules we have to obey every day.

2. What are the minor offences people commit and never get punished for.

3. Criminality is constantly growing. What could be the reasons?

4. Do lawyers only protect the innocent? Why? Give examples.

5. Why are parliaments of all countries constantly introducing new bills and laws?

Role Play.

You are a police investigator who has arrived at the scene of a car crash. You must take down the evidence. Your interviewer is a person who has witnessed the accident.

His name and contact address, time of the accident   speed of the car   any reason for the crash   action taken by him   time help arrived

